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Content of the presentation 

• European Charter for Sustainable Tourism
• example - ECST in the RAMSAR area
• implementation of the ECST in the 

Carpathians
• ECST and Tourism Protocol



• practical management tool;

• voluntary agreement;

• recognition of protected areas;

• process-oriented methodology for sustainable tourism.

...what is the European Charter?

www.europarc.org

THE CHARTER



...75 protected areas in 8 European 
countries

UK: 10

France:17

Portugal: 5

Spain: 28

Italy: 6

Germany: 5

Finland: 2

THE CHARTER

Netherlands: 1



• Charter Part I:   Sustainable tourism in protected areas 

• Charter Part II:  Partnership with tourism businesses          

• Charter Part III: Partnership with tour operators 

...the structure
THE CHARTER



SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM 
FORUM

Nature + Landscape

Culture

Information +
Education

Local Economy Transport

Sport + Leisure

Food + 
Accommodation

Marketing

...working in partnership
CHARTER PRINCIPLES

1. Involve all those implicated by tourism in and around the 
protected area in its development and management.



...a strategic approach

2. To prepare and implement a 
sustainable tourism strategy and 
action plan for the protected area

CHARTER PRINCIPLES



...key issues
CHARTER PRINCIPLES

3. Protecting and enhancing natural and cultural heritage
4. High-quality nature experience
5. Communication
6. Discovery and understanding
7. First-hand capacity building
8. Qualitiy of life
9. Local benefits and development
10. Monitoring and managing



• implementing the CBD Guidelines for Biodiversity and 
Tourism Development on protected area level

• putting theory into praxis

• case studies from almost 60 protected areas

• strengthening the links between people and nature

...linking tourism & biodiversityTHE CHARTER



• Economic, social and environmental benefits of well-managed 
sustainable tourism

• Strengthened relations with local tourism stakeholders

• Higher profile regionally, nationally and across Europe

• New ideas and improvements through internal and external 
assessment

• Exchange of expertise and experience within the Charter network

• Public relations opportunities with visitors and media

• Greater credibility among potential funding partner organisations

Benefits for the protected area
THE CHARTER



RHIN VIVANT

LIFE PROJECT

4 main actions :

 Natura 2000 and 
management plans

 Restoration works

        Restoration and 
maintenance of open habitats

 Dissemination plan 



   Activity of LIFE project     

   Dissemination/Education/Working  with public



-The Rhine is not taken into consideration as a natural heritage

- The Rhine has a bad image (industrial, transport…)

- The Rhine does not exist in terms of tourism «products»

- There’s a wide range of activities for tourism development…

Findings out from working with public…



- Recognising «Rhine 
destination» as a «green 
destination»

- Generating revenue 
for local stakeholders

IDEA: TO WORK ON AN ACTION PLAN FOR TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE NATURA 2000 AREA OF THE 

RHINE CORRIDOR

- Going further in 
restoration works

- Extending the surface 
of protected areas



Protected/NATURA 2000 sites : 

require a soft, sustainable tourism

ACTION PLAN (2004-2008)

Good 

Framework



Further step: implementation of the action plan.
Urgent problems to solve:

- Bad image of the destination: work  with press/media, communication 
tools (web site, brochures…), fairs… 

- A lot of local initiatives but no global vision: a lot of «structuration» 
work in order to have all the existing proposals under the umbrella of       
«Rhin vivant»

- Lack of hosting capacities: financial support will be given to 
«sustainable initiatives» 

- No transboundary networking: Listing of existing tourism initiatives 
in Germany, including the German stakeholders in working groups…



- Very few existing tourism «Rhine products» :                                      
      

   Three main products developed and tested 

Fishing

Alluvial forest discovering

Bird-watching



LIFE-Nature project

European charter 
for sustainable tourismNatura 2000 process

Emphasizes 
LIFE 
programme 
results/

Creates an 
other dynamic

Good results 
on the 
ground…

Concertation 
in progress…



ECST in Slovakia

• European CharterNet 
• Registration as Charter candidate
• Round tables
• Application – submision of documents to 

Europarc Federation



n a tu re  p ro te c tio n  v s . to u ris m



ECST in Slovakia

• European CharterNet partnership NP Harz and 
NP Muránska planina



ECST in Slovakia
Su p p o rt o r e v e n  in itia tin g
o f  th e  s u s ta in a b le  to u ris m
in  th e  re g io n  o f PAs

                   Op p o rtu n ity
                              

  Re s tric tio n s

• NP Muránska planina – registration for ECST



ECST in Slovakia
      Round tables

Strategy + Action plan



peatbog biotopes and moorland with  rare plant speciespeatbog biotopes and moorland with  rare plant species

PR Tŕstie PR Tŕstie 1121 m a.s.l – educational trail1121 m a.s.l – educational trail  



Hro n e c  a llu v iu m



Ed u c a tio n a l p a n e l in  th e  Hro n e c  
v a lle y



Muráň river



Muráň river – barrier removal



LIFE p ro je c t: Co n s e rv a tio n  o f h a b ita t d iv e rs ity in  Slo v e n s k ý 
ra j



Re c o n s tru c tio n  o f Prie lo m  Ho rn á d u  n a tu re  tra il



Co n s tru c tio n  o f n a tu re  tra il 
We tla n d s  o f Hn ile c  Riv e r



Nature Nature 
ConservaConservationtion

MunicipalitiesMunicipalities Business friendly to Business friendly to 
sustainable tourismsustainable tourism



ECST and Tourism Protocol
• Principles of the Charter in Tourism Protocol for CC and 

Strategy as well
• CC, Tourism Strategy and Protocol mentioned in the 

Strategy on ST of the NP MP
• Concrete suggested activities in the Strategy (Chapter 

5.4) – Voluntary joining the ECST 
• Monitoring system – indicators: Formal starting of the 

Charter process. Obtaining of the diploma or other 
certification. Promotional material connected with 
Charter application.

• Feedback from Europarc Consulting: exchange, training 
and networking is needed for PAs in Carpathians to be 
prepared for ST



Thank you for your attention
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